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‘histoire qui suit est une uchronie, c’est-a-dire des faits historiques qui n’ont pourtant jamais 
existé. Néanmoins ce qui est relaté ici est plausible et s’‘appuie sur des documents qui sont au- 
thentiques. Il s‘agit en ‘occurrence de l’opération Downfall, c’est a dire ni plus ni moins que du 
plan d’invasion du Japon qui n’a pas eu lieu, bombes atomiques obligent. 


Cette opération se divisaient en deux segments, l’opération Olympic, appelée Olympus dans la série, et 
l‘opération Coronet. 


Forte de plus de 700.000 hommes Olympic devait commen- 
cer le 1° novembre 1945 et consistait a envahir I’ile la plus 
méridionale de l’archipel, KyUshi. Avec ses 36.000 km2, I’ile 
pouvait devenir la base arriére des forces alliées et l'installa- | 
tion d’aérodromes servir de support pour soutenir l’opéra- | 
tion Coronet. Celle-ci était prévue pour le 1% mars 1946 avec 
pres de 1,2 million d‘hommes et visait l‘ile principale du pays, 
Honshu qui, avec ses 227.000 km2, abrite Tokyo. 


Pour la phase initiale d’Olympic, 42 porte-avions, 24 cuiras- 


sés et 400 destroyers devaient protéger le débarquement = -~5— 


initial de 14 divisions. Par comparaison le débarquement du 1. “4° 


6 juin ne concernait que 12 divisions, portées a 39 lors de la 


bataille de Normandie. 35 plages de débarquement étaient ane ah 


prévues avec pour nom de code des marques automobiles: = 
Austin, Buick, Cadillac, etc. 


Fa coun @ 
Bien évidemment le gouvernement japonais ne restait pas vel ig 
les bras croisés et avait préparé le plan Ketsug6 et, comme aii oe a 
—= Ges —_ lon n‘est PHASE 1 DE L'OPERATION OLYMPIC 


. eo GO Sed. 
: $i. jamais trop prudent, mobilisait la population entiére 
8 avec sa campagne « La Mort Glorieuse des 100 mil- 

; B lions ». 
_ Autant dire que les forces alliées s’attendaient a en 
baver devant un peuple particulierement fanatisé. 
4 jLes Américains avaient une assez bonne idée de la 
/y chose et n’avaient pas gardé un bon souvenir d’‘lwo 
A ima. Cette poussiére d’ile de 21 km? nécessita cinq 
semaines de combats et couta pres de 7.500 soldats 
morts ou disparus. Des 21.000 Japonais qui défen- 


LYCEENNES JAPONAISES S'ENTRAINANT AU TIR 


daient l’ile seuls 1.000 survécurent. C’est peu dire 


qu’ils se battirent avec acharnement. 


Commencée quelque jours plus tard la bataille d’Okinawa, envi- 
ron 1.300 km2, dura encore plus longtemps, pres de 3 mois, et 


4 ter les pertes civiles. Outre les victimes collatérales de combats, 
~ bon nombre d’habitants avaient préféré obéir aux ordres des offi- 


Bia Pa. 
1WO JIMA Durant cette bataille l’'Empire envoya environ 2.000 kamikazes, 
; dont a peu pres 10% toucherent leur cible. En prévision de |'inva- 
19 FEVRIER / 26 MARS 1945 nee B ee 

sion finale 10.000 autres avions étaient préts des juillet 1945. 
L’état-major nippon était parfaitement conscient qu'il ne pouvait gagner la guerre, mais pensait en re- 
vanche que rendre le codt humain de |’ennemi a un niveau jamais atteint pouvait le faire fléchir a accep- 
ter un armistice. La dureté des combats démontrait que la prise d’lwo Jima et d’Okinawa n’était que des 


amuse-bouches par rapport a ce qui attendait les G.I.s. 


Les analystes américains s’attendaient a affronter 600.000 soldats dans la seule ile de KyUshi, en fait au 
moment de la reddition ils étaient 735.000. Les toutes premiéres estimations de pertes américaines tour- 
naient autour de 270.000 morts et 700.000 blessés. Mais a l’annonce de renforts décryptés par le rensei- 
gnement américain, les chiffres furent réévalués allant de 500.000 a un million de morts cété alliés, sans 
compter les blessés. 


OKINAWA 


1F® AVRIL / 22 JUIN 1945 


L'idée de refaire la bataille de ces petites iles a l’échelle du Japon donnait des sueurs froides a |’état- 
major américain. 


Le 12 avril alors que la bataille d’'Okinawa est a peine commencée Franklin Roosevelt meurt d’une hé- 
morragie cérébrale et Harry Truman devient président. C'est seulement ce jour-la qu’il apprend |’exis- 
tence d’un projet de construction d’une bombe atomique mais c’est le 25 avril qu’il est réellement mis au 
courant des potentialités de cette arme. 


Le 16 juillet 1945 l’essai de la bombe Trinity est couronné de succes et Truman donne son accord pour 
son utilisation au combat. Toutefois le 26 juillet une demande de reddition sans condition est d’abord 
envoyée au gouvernement japonais. Le 28 celui-ci déclare « ignorer » la demande. Un long débat a tou- 
jours lieu aujourd'hui pour savoir si ce refus avait mal été traduit et si une porte avait été subliminale- 
ment été laissée ouverte. 


On rejoue ainsi avec plus de 70 ans d’écart la dépéche d’Ems. 


LITTLE BOY (* GAUCHE) ET FAT MAN 


Toujours est-il que Little Boy est largué sur Hiroshima le matin du 6 aodt. Le soir méme le gouvernement 
américain adresse un nouvel ultimatum réclamant la capitulation du Japon. Cette fois-ci il n'y aura pas de 
réponse. 


Le 8 des tracts sont largués sur le Japon indiquant clairement que la puissance de feu américaine est sans 
égale et que les Etats-Unis sont préts a remettre ca. Le 9 aovt en fin de matinée c'est Fat Man qui ex- 
plose au-dessus de Nagasaki. Le total des morts des deux bombardements est encore sujet de débat et 
oscille entre 100 et 250.000. 


Le 15 aovt I’empereur dans une allocution radiodiffusée annonce qu’il accepte la capitulation, le 2 sep- 
tembre celle-ci est actée sur le navire Missouri. La guerre est finie. 


Mais dans le récit que vous allez lire, elle continue car l’essai d’Alamogordo avec Trinity a été un échec. 
Avec cette histoire alternative vous risquez fort d’étre surpris ! 


Garches, le 24 avril 2024 
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ARE BEING 


I HAVE 
DONE MY PART 
IN BRINGING THIS 
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HAVE A FIELD 
DAY WITH OUR 
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THEM, 
SWABBIES 
WON'T BOTHER 
WITH THE LACE 
TABLECLOTH I 
GOT FOR 


DOWN, 
BIG FELLA. 


SEE AGAIN. 


we'LL 
GET YOU YOUR 
BEACHHEADS, 
GENERAL. 


HARD DUTY, 
GENTLEMEN. 


7 , THis WAS A 

{ LOT CLOSER To 
HALF-TIME, 
GENERAL. 


THE 
JAPS KNOW 
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UNTIL AFTER 
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MIYAZAKI IS A 
FLOOD PLAIN. 
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HAVE TO! 
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"AND 
FORBID THEM 


KINGDOM OF 
GoD." 


THAT'S FROM 
SHAKESPEARE. 


MICATE 
ME. WE'RE 
FISHING. 


FATHER 
DANNY! 


AND WHO 
MUST WE THANK 
FOR THIS, 
CHILDREN?* 


ALL 
THINGS COME 
FROM HIM AS: 

ALL THINGS 
fei To 


THESE 
CHILDREN 
ARE IN MY 

CARE. 


AlL 
JAPANESE ARE 
TO SERVE IN THE 
DEFENSE OF THE 
HOMELAND. 


THERE 
ARE WO 
EXCEPTIONS! 


NO LONGER! 
THEY ARE TO BE 


TRANSPORTED. 
IT IS A DIRECTIVE 
FROM THE 


HIMSELF. No! 


NO 
PROTEST! 


FATHER, 
DANNY--? 


OVER THE 
CHILDREN AS 
BEST YOU CAN, 
SISTER. 
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THEM 
SWABBIES |S 
SAYIN’. THAT 
WE'RE SHIPPIN’ 


FOR THE 
PACIFIC. 


WHAT'S 
JAPANESE FOR 
“BULLSH®T,* 
RODRIGUEZ? 


EVERY 
DAY ABOUT 
THIS TIME, 
BARNSIE. 
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FLOATING 
HERE IN THE 
DARK. 


THERE, 
HERR 
CAPITAN! 


mS 
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Okay, so where were we last month? Oh yeah, it’s the | end of 
the world! We've been steadily building towards | this for some 
time now and all the hints, teases and surprises finally pay off 
with the WORLD'S END! 


While it may be all doom and gloom for our favorite characters, 
the future's looking bright at WildStorm as we assemble 
one extraordinary creative team after another to lead the battle 
through the dark days ahead. And just like the bi-weekly 
shipping issues leading up to this unbelievable event, our 
monthly schedule promises to keep everyone on the edge | of 
their seats as we reveal more of this bleak new world. 


THE AUTHORITY #1, written by Dan Abnett and Andy Lanning 

with art by Simon Coleby, picks up the pieces and throws them 

out the door as the team struggles to find their place in a 
tomorrow they've always fought to prevent. 


The Gen13 gang literally jumps into the thick of things right 

back where they started, in GEN13 #21 by Scott Beatty and 
Mike Huddleston. Their youthful optimism still carries them 
bouncing through the day, end of the world or not. 


Rounding out the WildStorm Universe is STORMWATCH: 
PHD #13 by lan Edginton and Leandro Fernandez. Jackson King 
is back at the helm as they look to keep the peace and bring 
hope to those who have none to believe in. 


These issues each include a new piece of the bonus 
story written by the ubiquitous Christos Gage, with rough-and- 
tumble Trevor Hairsine handling the art duties. Each week, 
they'll fill in the blanks on Lynch’s WORLD'S END journey. 
Then, starting with WILDCATS #2, Gage and another fan- 
favorite artist each month will uncover the future of your 
WildStorm favorites. 


Who ever thought the end of the world would be this fun? 


Jo Lee 
la Jolla 
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Jim Lee, Editorial Director 
John Nee, Senior VP—Business Developmen 
Levitz, President & Publisher 
sign & OC Direct Creative 
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and more visit us at wildstorm.com 
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RIGHT, GRIFF. 
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WOMEN AND 

KIDS DOWN 
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SORRY 
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“AND NO MORE. 
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/ ~ | "PRAY THAT MY HAND 
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DIE WITH A SINGLE “THAT I NEVER 
REGRET ONLY. HELD OUR CHILD. 


“ALL MY LOVE AND ALL 
GOD'S COURAGE." 
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Ie us UP, 
| A TRANSLATOR. 
--ALLA THEM > We Le 
JAPS ARE DEAD \ \ 
BY NOW. 


I NEED TO 
REPORT TO 
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A_WHITE MAN. 
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YOUR DEATH 
PRAYER.* 
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YOU SPEAK 
THAT? 
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COTT--HILET 
MUR, GOTT 
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‘SURFACE? 
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(. wissenscuarrer 
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I'M AN 
IRISHMAN. 


BUT I SPEAK 
ENGLISH. 
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DAUGHTER 
Is IN 
ENGLISH IN 
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AND 
TAKES A CARRIER 
WITH HIM. 


WHAT MAKES. 
THEM DO THAT, 
My? 


COULDA BEEN 
us. 


YOU TOURISTS 
GET YOUR ASSES 
BELOW! 


J YOU BEIN' 


JAPANESE 
AND ALL. 
I WASN'T 
RAISED TO BE 
A SAMURAI. 


ALL I 
WANTED WAS 


TO GROW UP AND 


PITCH FOR THE 
CARDINALS. 


YOU'RE NOT A 
OFFICER. 7 


THEY WILL 
OuR 
SISTERS AND 
IURDER OUR 
BABIES! 


WHEN THE 
AMERICANS LAND TR 
YOU WILL MEET 
THEM! 


so 
DEFEND OUR 
Home! 
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WAITED AND PRAYED 
FOR THIS DAY TO 
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WE HAVE 
COME. 
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A SWABBIE 
LENT ME SOME }f 
PAINTS. 
a 


THE RED, WHITE 
AND BLUE, FRONT 
‘AND BACK. I'M FROM 
TOPEKA, NOT 
TOKYO, AND’ eVeRY- 
ONE SHOULD KNOW 
THAT. 


YOUR 
LITTLE YELLOW 
COUSINS ON THE 
BEACH'LL SEE 
THAT A MILE 
AWAY. 
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DEAL FOR YOU, 
BARNSIE-- 


My LUCK 
I GET KILLED 
AND. YOU'RE IN 
CLOVER. 
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YOUR FIRST 
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JAPAN AND 
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THE 
AMERICANS 
MUST BE 
MADE TO 
SUFFER." 


GREATER 
THAN THE 
INVADERS’. 


BL iS 
SPILT THEY 
WILL SEEK A 
GOTIATE UNDER THE 
TERMS OF SLUICH A 
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RETAIN OLIR HONOR. 
ANYTHING LESS IS 
UNACCEPTIBLE. 
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FUTURE IS 
PARAMOUNT. £ 
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ENGLISH. 
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WELL, MADAME 


FATHER, THE 
GERMANS ARE 
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THE CIty. THEY 
WILL TAKE YOu 
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FORWARD TO 
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ANTICIPATION. 


WHEN YOU 
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FATHER? 
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ee, HERNAN. 


HAVE 
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THOUGHT TO. 


DEPLOYMENT? WE WILL HAVE 


SUGGESTIONS 
BY THE TIME 
THE DEVICE IS 
ASSEMBLED. 


ASSURE 
YOUR 
EMPEROR IT 
WILL BE ALL 
OF THAT. 
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UNDERSTANDABLE, 
NO? THIS COULD 
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YOU ST/LL 
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IT STILL 
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TO BE HEADIN’ 
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THIS: 
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SUMB*TCH? NEVER--NFF-~ 
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Just saved 
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PIG's ASS 
WE WILL. 


DON'T YOU 
GO TO THE 
MOVIES? EVER SEE 
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KNOW WERE 
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COMING IN 
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SCHMUTZIGES 
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RICHTIGER WINTER 
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LESUNG 
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SEE YOU BACK 
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AND TELL YOU 
A STORY. 


FORT: 


KONNEN SIE ES 
DAS NENNEN? 
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MOGLICHKEITEN 
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PRIMITIV. DIE 
JAPANER WISSEN 

: NICHTS DER 
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WAS TILL WE GOT 
HIM BACK. 
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NEED A SHOT 
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JIMMY. 
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Hai 
YOURS TRULY? 


SOON'S T 
FPO... 
-2.T'M 
CANCELIN’ MY 


SUBSCRIPTION 
TO LIFE. 


f= 
THE SKIES SOUTH 
OF KLIMAMOTO. 


ATSUSHIRO. 


— 
— 
Nel 


ier er wee) 


WwW i 


0 [mm] EA 


KYOMACHI IN 
THE SENDA) 
RIVER VALLEY. 


"HOW'D YOU 
LIKE THAT, 
GENERAL 


GENERAL 
PATTON, YOU 


SHOULDN'T 
BE OUT 
HERE. 


/ were tHe 
HELL SHOULD 
I BE, JACK? 


Vy _SOLONG 
AS IT'S PISSING 
DOWN RAIN THE 
DAMN AIR CORPS 
HAS TO SIT ON 
ITS ASS. 


THIS: 
DIVISON--MY 
DIVISION--IS THE 
ONLY THING 


TM ONLY 
SUGGESTING 
THAT STANDING IN 
THE PATH OF A 
MAJOR COUNTER- 
OFFENSIVE MIGHT 
NOT BE THE BEST 
USE OF YOUR 
TALENTS, 

SIR. 


THAT 
MAKES ALL THE 
SENSE IN THE 
WORLD. 


Wes; 


BAST: TARDE ARE 
ma | COMING I 
BAyONET 


ARTE = LEIA Ae oa ices 4 
i at ALL wv a igri 


se WN WB LM, J Th NA MT HT 
ait / ee. 


SHRIEK OF 
WAR ELEPHANTS 
RENDS THE 
AIR. 


CHUCK DIXON story 
BUTCH GUICE ink & cover 
RICK BURCHETT PenciLs 
DARLENE ROYER coLors 
PATRICH BROSSEAU LeTTERS 
KRISTY QUINN ASSISTANT EDITOR 
BEN ABERNATHY EDITOR 


THE FIFTY, 


General! JE 
/ Y, 


EITHER 


__ WAY, 


You 


NEED YOUR WILL 


I A 
UNGOOKED STRENGTH, MOVE IN WARRIOR'S 
ISHI. A WEAK CLOSER, HEART FEEDS 
N ARM CANNGT THEN. ONLY ON 


RICE. I AM 
NOT A 


our 
SOLDIERS RUSH 
ENEMY: THEIR” aye 
. THE! 
AMERICANS 
ae THINK ONLY OF 
rae THEIR BELLIES. 


A SAMURAI I DO NOT 
REJECTS THESE WISH TO DIE. I 
THINGS. HE LOOKS WISH TO KILL. FOR 
TO ETERNITY. MY FAMILY. FOR 

HE JAPAN. 


KNOWS THIS 


FOR 
DAY WILL BE woah. 


RIVER BANK. 
GET IN AND 
GET OUT. 


(, ooo 
NAGASAK/ 
PREFECTURE. 
you 


TAKE A 
TREMENDOUS 
RISK, 
HARUKO. 


Y CHURCH IS 
UNSTABLE. 
T'LL GO IN 


THERE 
ARE PARISH 
RECORDS IN THE 
SACRISTY THAT T 
CANNOT LEAVE 
BEHIND. 


NOT AS MUCH 


AS YOURSELF, 


Vd) 


BEAT i: 


++ SCIENTISTS 
PRESENT 

HERE FROM 

PROJECT IN 
BERLIN... 


S04 
NAGA: 
ARE 


THREE DAYS, 
ARROWHEAD. 

I BELIEVE THEY 
ARE MAKING FINAL 
PREPARATIONS 
FOR DEPLOy- 


I'M WITH BRITISH 
INTELLIGENCE. 


DO YOu see 
FOR YOU, THE TRUTH IN 
HARUKO. MY EYES? 


LIVED HERE 
TEN YEARS 


AND HAVE AN 
AFFECTION 
FOR THE 


THI 
JAPANESE. 


--To ™ 
FOLLOW MY 
GENERAL-- | 


THIS 
IS--YOUR 
SWORD-- 
THE ROAD, 
TAITO-SAN. / 


— 
TO iN up 


LOUSING. 


NO ONE IN 
CAMP WITH ANY 
PACKAGES. 


YOU DON'T 
UNDERSTAND! 


f] JANUARY. . E 
MOVE 
[dilz: MISSOURI. TWO FLEETS. 


FLAGSHIP 


HORSESHOE. 


CARRIERS, 

BATTLEWAGONS 

(\ AND GoD KNOWS 
= HOW MANY 
TENDERS. 

HAUL 
ANCHOR AND 
HEAD FOR 


TO ASK, 
ADMIRAL. 


ALL THIS A RELIABLE 
FROM ONE SOURCE. 
AND HIS 


DAMN RADIO 
TRANSMISSION? l INFORMATION 
I HATE THIS CHECKS OUT, 


ae 


, 2 oe 


a ee | 


We 
THEORIZE 
THEY'LL USE IT'S THE 
\ IT AGAINST GREATEST 
THE FLEET. CONCENTRATION 
OF PERSONNEL 
WITHIN THEIR. 
RANGE 


= HI = 
WE START — ed 
WITH AN E | 

UNACCOLINTED- Last q ! 

FOR GERMAN SUB. SPOTTED OFF 


THE U-2I7. 


THAT'S 
TWO MONTHS 
AFTER THE NAZIS 
SURRENDERED. 


IN ageing A 
YOUNG GERMAN 
RECORDS 
fel ira JAPAN. 
SHOW HIS LAST WITH TWO 
WHEE RANLHANN SoSH We on fe m2 
TWO-SEVENTEEN, PASSENGERS. 
et 
APPENDICITIS.. BREMEN ON 


KURT DEIBNER AND 
WALTER GERLACH. 
GERMAN PHYSICISTS 
WHO HAVEN'T BEEN 
FOUND. AND BELIEVE 
ME--G-2, MI-S, THE 
0.8.5. AND STALIN'S 
GOONS HAVE BEEN 
LOOKING. SUPPOSED TO 
SHOW MY TAIL 


é A 7WO TASK 
HOTTER THAN FORCES? 
A THREE DAY 

PASS IN 

MANILA. 


SAYS HE'S 
THIRSTY. 


EY 
MADE IT THIS 
HARD, RIGHT? 
THEY MADE IT 
THEM OR US, 

RIGHT? 


DON'T 
SWEAT IT, 
BARNES. THE 
WAY BACK TO 
THE STATES IS 
THIS WAY. 


Wil FEBRUARY. 


is} 
SS 
XR 


P 
s) 9 


7 YOUR 
LEADERS TURN 
YOUR COLINTRY 

TO RUINS. 
SAVE WHAT IS 
LEFT OF 
JAPAN. SEEK 
PEACE! 


SURRENDER 
YOUR CHILDREN 
To 


THE 
FUTURE |S 
YANKEE 

Bi 


TT pencis™ % 


“s 
‘Je 

H 
4 

7 di a 

“SF 
j A 
‘al 


; 

y 

a» i 
, bE 
_— a 


AIR CORPS 
FLATTENED THIS 
TOWN, HUH? 


START SELLIN' 
YOUR WARES, 
JIMMY. 


7 a8 || = 
J ain) (ERR 


p 


ik Ml ee ee ee 
i —_ | 


ie. 
ae 


THAT 
MINE MAKES 
A BASTARD OF 

MAINTAINING 


USUALLY 


GONE 


7 1 WAS THINKING T 
MIGHT STAY ON WITH 
THE OCCUPATION. 
THEY'LL NEED 
TRANSLATORS. 


Aon-- JIMMY, 
SHOW YOUR cove we ain 
WAND ET s . BOYS WE AIN'T 
GONNA HURT 
"EM 


2 


Oo ° jan’ . 
Ogee ye eee en er er ee 0 
° 


o ‘ : i 2 9° a Oe 


Just 
WAITIN’ FOR 
THE BALL TO 
Go 


‘OuRR 
PROBLEM? YOU 
TOO 


THINK 
MUCH 
ABOUT THE J 
FUTURE, 


THE JAPS. 
HAVE THEIR 
KIDS FIGHTING 
Us, SIR. 


I CAN'T 


KEEP ON 
WITH KILLIN’ 
KIDS. 


SOLDIER? 
WHAT'S YOUR 
UNIT? 


DO YOU HAVE 
AN ASS/GNMENT, 
SON? 

we 

WERE WITH A 

TRANSLATOR. 

HE'S DEAD, 

SIR. 


w( _THEN YOU NEED 
TO REJOIN YOUR 
‘ COMPANY. 


DECK! 
ENEMY 
AIRCRAFT 
70 PORT! 


GET 
THAT GUN 
TRAINED! 


ELEVEN. 


STARBOARD, 
HANS! 


COMING 
AROUND FOR 
ANOTHER 
PASS! 


DECODED AND MARKED 
RUSH-URGENT. 


LA 


a | 
SOMETHING 


CERTAIN TO SOUR 
MY STOMACH, T 
IMAGINE. 
2 OVER AND STEP 
INSIDE, SAILOR. 
THERE'S COFFEE 


AND PIE STILL 
Our. 


y ABOMB. 
LIKE THE ONE 
OUR BRAIN 
BOYS TOUCHED 
OFF _IN NEW 
MEXICO, 


WE Have TWO YW tyEerRe's A THIRD 
OPTIONS, HARRY. KEEP\ WAY. IT GALLS ME, 


ps FEEDING OUR BOYS BUT T’LL BE 
IE GI DAMNED IF T’LL 
R SIT DOWN WITH 
THOSE YELLOW 


BASTARDS. SEE WHAT 
THEY'D WANT 
FOR THEIR 
HELP. 


WE HAVE 
HEARD FROM 
THE SWEDISH 
DELEGATION-- 


ee NW 


--THERE IS 


HE AMERICANS, J 
HEAVENLY 


TOUCHED BY SUMMER 
THE FLOWER SLEEPS LINDER SNOW 
70 WAIT SPRING'S RETURN 


Is ALL, 
HEAVENLY 
RULER? 
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